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Preface
Bret J. Ruby

T

his volume, and its companion, Volume 2: Settlement, Subsistence, and
Interaction, are the products of the “Third Chillicothe Conference on
Hopewell Archaeology,” sponsored by the Ohio Archaeological Council.
The “First Chillicothe Conference” was held in 1978, and was sponsored by the
National Park Service and the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. The idea
grew out of discussions between Fred Fagergren, who was Superintendent of what
was then known as “Mound City Group National Monument,” and David Brose,
who was Curator of Archaeology at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History
(Brose and Greber 1979:xiii-xiv). Research in the field and in museum collections
during the 1960s and ’70s produced a tremendous body of new data bearing not
only on Ohio Hopewell proper, but also on Hopewellian manifestations to the
west, north, and south. In addition, developments in method and theory transformed Hopewellian studies during this period. Cultural ecology, processual and
evolutionary explanation, and advances in chronometric methods and raw material sourcing were particularly influential. Fagergren and Brose recognized the
need for a new topical and regional synthesis reflecting advances in the field since
Caldwell and Hall’s seminal Hopewellian Studies (Caldwell and Hall 1964). Their
discussions culminated in the First Chillicothe Conference, and what many consider to be the “Green Bible” of Hopewell archaeology—Brose and Greber’s
Hopewell Archaeology: The Chillicothe Conference (Brose and Greber 1979). The
published volume still stands as a foundational source in our understanding of
regional variability in Hopewellian interactions, chronology, and patterns of subsistence and settlement.
The “Second Chillicothe Conference on Hopewell Archaeology” was held in
1993, and like the current volume, was sponsored by the Ohio Archaeological
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Council (OAC). This second effort toward synthesis was much more Ohio-centric
in focus, and evidenced growth in both the pace and diversity of research focused
on Ohio Hopewell. In addition to subsistence and settlement patterns, many of
the contributors were concerned with Hopewellian technology and material
culture, social organization, symbolism, and cosmology. Paul Pacheco edited the
conference proceedings and produced A View from the Core: A Synthesis of Ohio
Hopewell Archaeology (Pacheco 1996).
The Third Chillicothe Conference on Hopewell Archaeology grew out of discussions among OAC board members. Almost two decades had passed since the
last Chillicothe Conference, and few broad-based and synthetic treatments of
Hopewell research had appeared in the intervening years (the exceptions being
Charles and Buikstra’s (2006) Recreating Hopewell and Byers and Wymer’s (2010)
Hopewell Settlement Patterns, Subsistence, and Symbolic Landscapes). It was clearly
time to again take stock of the state of the field. OAC members Brian Redmond,
Bret Ruby, and Jarrod Burks volunteered to organize the program for the conference and served as editors of the current two-volume set.
The organizers envisioned a geographically and topically wide-ranging effort,
and the Conference, held May 13–14, 2016, was titled “Hopewell Research in the 21st
Century: Ohio and Beyond.” Almost 30 podium presentations and five posters
touched on diverse topics including regional manifestations in Ohio, the Great
Lakes, the Atlantic coast, and the Southeast; Hopewell settlements and subsistence;
material culture and technology; remote sensing of earthworks and settlements; and
Hopewell astronomy, cosmology, iconography, and ontology. Mark Seeman delivered a keynote address, “Twenty-first Century Hopewell,” from the vantage point
of a Hopewell scholar whose career neatly spans all three Chillicothe conferences.
Most of the conference presentations are included in this two-volume collection. The present volume is largely concerned with Hopewellian ceremonialism
and its expression at monumental mound and earthwork complexes. The companion volume takes a complementary look at Hopewellian settlements, subsistence,
and interactions at multiple scales. Taken together, the two volumes encompass,
extend, and elaborate on the themes sketched out in the first two Chillicothe Conferences. Encountering Hopewell in the Twenty-first Century: Ohio and Beyond presents a wealth of new data from recent field investigations and novel analyses of
legacy collections, and the authors bring to bear on these data the most diverse
toolkit of method and theory yet seen in Hopewellian studies.
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